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CONPTROLLER OENERAL OF THE URITED 3TAYES
Washington 25 D, C.

B=8i1606 Hoveubar 25, 1948

The Honorable,

The Seoretary of Commercs.
My dear ¥r, JSecreiarys
I have your latier of Oclobar 31, 1048, as follows,

"Provisien is made im Parazraph 12 {a) of the Stardardized Government Travel
Regulations as mmended by Buremu of the Budget Clroulsr A-7, revised Septeuber
B, 1948, for payment by the Govarmuent for the cost of sleeping accasmodations
uuymrier to & standard lower barth on certifieation by *ho %:muhr that the

ior socommodations were the lgws firste-class socams ang-axpilable at
T raking roservations. The regulations do xwt inalud- doﬂni an of
the term *lowsst first-class' as applied to sleeping scocommodetions. Your decision
is acoordingly requested as to whether & lower berth is considersd as being the
lowest lrst-class socommodation.”

Paragraph 13a of the Standardized Covermient Travel Regulations, as amended
by Budge*: Ciroular A-7, revised September B, 1948, reads as folloms:

"13. Acoczmodations on trains and steanersg.--sis

"Ons atandard lower berth when night travel is involv od except that the
lowsst first-class accommodation avallable may be sllowad on certification by
the traveler on his travel expense vousher that, at tizme reservation was mmde,
the acoommodation, i superior to a standard lower berth, was the lowest first-
olass available, which certifioation will be uocepted us prima facie evidencs.
When practicable, through sleeping acoommodations should be cbtained in all cases
where more economical to the Govermment., Whers a change of slesping-car en route
is necessary, the travsler should secure ths usual transfer cheo: from the sleesp-
ing~oar condustor for exohange at the ticket offisce for accommodations beyond the
point where the change is made. Thes use of a compartsent or such other ascummo-
dationes as may be authorised or epproved by the head of the agency concerned or
such subordinates as he may designate may be dlowed when required for purposes
of sesurity.™

That amendment was based upon section & of the aot of August 2, 1946, Publie
Law 800, which amended seotion 10 of the mot of March 3, 1938, 5 ﬁ-b.i. T8h, to
read as follows:
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"Sec. 1G. Whensver by or undsr suthority of law gotusl ax-
penses Iur transportation may be allowed, sush allowanges shall not axceed
the lowest first-slass rnte by the transportsation facility used in such
transportation unlegs & g tortifiag aauerdance with rea-uisgt & s
eribed by the President, that lowsst firat-olaps sgoomocations are ngt

avallable or that use of a oo artnent or sugh ather agpomiuduiiong.us. '
be_author v Y the head of tha agoncy oonaeruned or such sube

ordinates as he may designate, is required for purposes of seourity.”

Prisr %o tiuat fuendnent, seation 10 of the aot of Hareh 10, 1933, restricted
travel at Government expeuse to the "lowest PMrst-olass rate by ths transporta-
tion facility used,” and this office had limited reimburscxent for night travel
acoomuoda tions thoreunder to thg_gggﬁ*gg;gﬁzgz!g;gggﬁh, irrespective of the
arailbility of such mosomsodations for the particular Sraveler on the Lrain
utilized. In other words, the oast of @ ipwer berth sonsistontly has been ree
Barded as the "lgrest first-clang rate,” 88 applied to slesping-oar mooumnoda-
tiong~~axcept wien the sxpesdition of publio business regiired the use of & urain
made up exolusively of supsrior aceommodations (for example, roomettew), in which
oase rocmettes were oonsidersd %o be ths lowest first-claas sosommousgione by
the facility used. Saee 28 Comp. Gen., 9, 289 ant B2, wnils the present law
sud regulstions are soro libersl than theretofors to the extent that the “lowest
firet-class acoummodation available may bs ullowed on certification by the traveler
on his truvnl‘ézpangg_y?ggﬁgy thet, at tine reservation was wade, tie accommoe-
dation, IF superior to s standard lower bertl, was the lowest first-olass svaile
able,™ hg boon made with rampect to the use of the gost of a lower
borth as the standard for deteraining the lowest first-ciuse rate for night travel.
Henge, tha 0ost of a lower bereh #till {s oonsidered 85 being the lowest firste
olass rate, as applied to sleeping-oar accommocations, snd when a lower berth is
used for night travel no certiflcate with respect to any lower class of acoommo-
dations is rsquired.

Reapeotfully,

(8igned)  FRaAEX L. Yares

hoting Jompirsller Gemeral
of the Urited 3tates
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